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This paper focuses on Muslim initiatives on saving the environment. It examines various 
attempts, commitments, statements, and declarations by Muslims around the world to see 
how these have affected two mass Muslim organizations in Indonesia, namely Nahdhatul 
Ulama and Muhammadiyyah. This paper describes initiatives that have been proposed by 
international and national Muslim organizations on the environment and analyzes how these 
initiatives have been implemented by Nahdhatul Ulama and Muhammadiyah organizations in 
Indonesia based on their two publications about plastic waste. In addition, this paper explores 
various initiatives in the world that commit to protect nature, carried out in numerous ways 
ranging from theological to practical. In particular the efforts to overcome plastic waste in 
An-Nur mosque in Bantul by reducing the use of plastic waste in several mosque events as 
well as conducting training on organic and non-organic waste sorting. In addition, practical 
paths are carried out by several environmental activists in Yogyakarta who make several 
environmentally friendly products and trash banks as an alternative to advocating for waste. 
Various commitments were built to lead to a clean environment free of garbage. It is important 
to see aspects of the faith that play a strong role in the awareness of the importance of protecting 
the earth in the future.
 




ecosystem balance. Second, statement 
number	41/2014	concerning	waste	
management	to	prevent	environmental	
damage. In addition, in the context of 
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creation of Allah SWT. The book 
outlines	verses	in	the	Koran	that	
correlate	with	environmental	damage	




management using the garbage bank 
systems and waste management with 
ecobricks. This book illustrates that 
theological	doctrine	towards	practicality	
in facing the challenges of the 
ecological crisis becomes the challenge 
of	religious	communities.[7]
The	overflowing	waste	discharge	





















the willingness to sort trash that is 
decomposed	or	unraveled.	This	results	
in the fact that unsorted waste will enter 
Piyungan TPST, where the amount 
of	waste	deposits	is	increasing	every	
day. The crisis of waste collection and 
access to management is one factor that 
does not touch the community. This 

















Initiative of Muslim Communities  
Environmental Campaign on Social 
Media 
 A search on social media found 
four Muslim communities in the world 
who	have	the	initiative	in	carrying	out	
environmental	campaigns.	The	four	
communities are the Global Muslim 
Climate	Network	(@muslimclimate),	
Green	Muslim	(@green_muslims),	
Ecomasjid, and khaleafa.com. Based 
on the community on social media 
have	statements,	declarations,	and	their	
actions	in	protecting	nature.	Below	
we will describe the four community 
findings	in	the	social	media.
The	Global	Muslim	Climate	
Network is an international Muslim 
community	that	has	the	vision	to	
deal	with	environmental	problems.	

















ini mendeklarasikan muatan kampanye 
lingkungan hidup bagi orang Muslim di 
dunia.”[12]	Ecomasjid	is	a	community	
based in the mosque that cares about 
the	environment.	This	movement	
originated from Indonesia which carried 
campaign	programs	to	the	mosque	to	
make	the	mosque	more	environmentally	

























centred on the Muslim community that 
moves	in	the	environment	around	the	
world.There	are	several	declarations	
and statements about the forms of 
environmental	campaigns	by	Muslims	
around the world. One of the goals of 
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from all religious backgrounds to 
conduct	interfaith	dialogue	and	to	save		
nature	together.[14]

















the house and on the lawn can reduce 
your	carbon	footprint	and	save	money,	
businesses use large amounts of energy 
for heating, cooling, lighting, and using 
equipment.	There	are	several	simple	
ways to reduce energy use, and going to 
and	from	home,	school	or	office	can	be	




for Muslims who cares about the 
environment.	The	contents	of	the	
writings which show that a Muslim 
must	care	about	the	environment	





describe some initiations of Muslim 
organizations	in	the	world	that	
carry	out	environmental	campaigns.	
Within the context of Indonesia, the 
two	large	Muslim	organizations,	
namely	Nadhatul	Ulama	(NU)	
and Muhammadiyah, through two 
publications	have	developed	initiatives	
to	solve	environmental	issues	especially	
related to waste management. The 
two	publications	are	the	Plastic	Waste	
Fiqh	book	by	NU	and	the	2014	MUI	
Fatwa by Muhammadiyah. Both of 
these	books	explain	that	Muslims	must	
always	care	for	the	environment	by	
being created by God. 
Indonesian Muslim Organizations’  
Responses 
Fiqh Sampah Plastik	by	NU	is	a	





















Recycling waste into goods that are 4. 
useful	for	improving	the	welfare	of	its	
people	must	be	kifayah.[5]
In addition, the role of religious 





maintaining ecosystem balance 




life attitudes through a religious 
approach;
Encourage	the	preparation	of	3. 









a garbage bank, ecobrick, and the 
“Nusantara	Free	Garbage”	campaign.	
At	the	praxis	level,	the	raising	of	the	
Nusantara issues free of rubbish is 

























Bekasi area garbage collection is no 
longer	receiving	waste	due	to	overloads.
[6]
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statement of Fachruddin Mangunwijaya 
who returned the task of humans as 










shows the limiting role for human 
bad	behavior	in	damaging	existing	
ecosystems on earth. This fatwa 




leaders is also in this fatwa so that in 
the	practice	of	preaching	can	spread	
propaganda	that	is	environmentally	
friendly to other Muslims.




majority of which are Muhammadiyah. 










are carried out from theological to 
practical.	One	example	on	a	local	scale	
is	the	the	efforts	to	overcome	plastic	
waste in An-Nur mosque in Bantul, 










maintain the garbage in the Mosque 
until now. This collaboration between 







































that needs to be strengthened in the 
discourse	of	Muslim	organizations	is	
in	religious	doctrine	which	involves	








This can be done by holding waste 














Therefore, in the outer dimension of the 
faith is often ignored.
My	experience	in	working	with	
a Muhammadiyah mosque, in Bantul, 
Yogyakarta	to	conduct	organic	and	non-
organic waste sorting training still faces 
obstacles.	One	of	them	is,	the	2014	MUI	
fatwa which still sounded foreign and 
did	not	spread	widely	throughout	the	
archipelago.	The	result	is	that	practical	







MUI	fatwa was not yet strong enough 
to encourage Muslims to conduct waste 
management training.
Two	publications	of	NU	and	
Muhammadiyah are a form of 
ecological	crisis	response	that	
brings theology into the discourse of 
environmental	problems.	This	initiative	
is	influenced	by	several	statements,	
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the	two	organizations	is	to	include	
ecological contents in theological 
doctrines	and	activities.	Strengthening	
of	the	two	organizations	can	be	done	if	
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